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Arnold J. Levine : Viruses: A Scientific American Library Book  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Viruses: A Scientific American Library Book: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. virus bookBy Paul E. SangsterThis is a very fascinating book for 
anyone who has an interest in the way viruses work and how they cause disease. It is mildly to moderately technical. 
The book is dated in that much has been discovered since it was written in the early 90s, but it is still has much useful 
information.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy luis a icazaeasy to understand surprisingly 
comprehensive0 of 3 people found the following review helpful. DatedBy JDPWell the book is well written, 
unfortunatly it is somewhat dated by more recent work. The fact is there are more up to date books available, but it 
might serve as a good introduction to anyone without genetic background.

Viruses encapsulates for the lay reader the enormous scientific and medical contributions that have come from the 
field of virology. Dr. Arnold Levine presents the story of the scientists behind our current understanding of these 
infective agents and explains how that knowledge has helped us comprehend life at both the molecular and the human 
level. Many intriguing facets of viral behavior are explored, as Dr. Levine provides a clear account of their natural 
history, the mechanisms by which they spread and survive, and the toll they exact on their animal, plant, and bacterial 
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hosts.Dr. Levine celebrates the great successes that have come from viral studies--the development of a wide range of 
vaccines, the eradication of smallpox, and the insights into the origins of cancer. He also examines the challeges we 
still face, with a series of interconnected chapters on the specific viruses behind some of our most urgent public health 
problems, including the viruses that cause AIDS, influenza, herpes, and hepatitis. A concluding chapter on the origin 
and evolution of viruses touches on some of the most provocative issues in molecular biology today.Viral infections 
continue to be an immediate health concern of imposing proportions. Viruses is written for the general reader eager to 
know how we study and confront these diseases and where today's research may lead.


