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Jrgen Habermas: The Future of Human Nature before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and al praised The Future of Human Nature:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Steven M. DelueExcellent book44 of 51 people found
the following review helpful. An excellent introductionBy A CustomerThisis one of Habermas simpler books. It


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0745629873

marks amajor turn in his thought, however. He no longer wishes to exclude questions of the "good life" (teleology)
from judgements of justice (deontology). He sees that morality must be grounded in a"species ethic" (ie: anaturalist,
religious or metaphysical anthropology). Thisis significant as his previous work betrayed the sceptical approach to
modern liberalism maintained by his predecessorsin the Frankfurt School (esp. Adorno Horkheimer). He know longer
holds fast to Dworkin-esque neutrality. Nonetheless he still places the priority on deontology, afact that makes his
claims more tangible than, say, Charles Taylor's. Aninsightful, well presented and simple read.7 of 12 people found
the following review helpful. Not overly complexBy Laurance P. StraitPrevious reviewers have complained that
Habermas presents hisideas in amore complex way than necessary. | submit that those reviewers are correct that his
ideas, as_they understand them, could have been presented more simply.Habermas is writing to academics. Yes, you
need to have some background knowledge to access his thought. If you think that he is being more complicated than
necessary, you almost certainly just don't get it.

Recent developments in biotechnology and genetic research are raising complex ethical questions concerning the
legitimate scope and limits of genetic intervention. As we begin to contemplate the possibility of intervening in the
human genome to prevent diseases, we cannot help but feel that the human species might soon be able to take its
biological evolution in its own hands. 'Playing God' is the metaphor commonly used for this self-transformation of the
species, which, it seems, might soon be within our grasp.In this important new book, Jurgen Habermas - the most
influential philosopher and social thinker in Germany today - takes up the question of genetic engineering and its
ethical implications and subjects it to careful philosophical scrutiny. His analysisis guided by the view that genetic
manipulation is bound up with the identity and self-understanding of the species. We cannot rule out the possibility
that knowledge of one's own hereditary factors may prove to be restrictive for the choice of an individual's way of life
and may undermine the symmetrical relations between free and equal human beings. In the concluding chapter - which
was delivered as a lecture on receiving the Peace Prize of the German Book Trade for 2001 - Habermas broadens the
discussion to examine the tension between science and religion in the modern world, atension which exploded, with
such tragic violence, on September 11th.

"Thoughtful and stimulating." Times Literary Supplement "A rich introduction to current ethical thinking in Europe
and to the relevance of philosophy to society." Canadian Medical Association Journal "When a philosopher of the
stature of Jurgen Habermas makes an intervention into contemporary geneticsit paysto sit up and listen. Habermas
has produced this short but sharp analysis on the ethical sides of genetic engineering and technology that never seem
to be discussed at any length by professional philosophers.” Disability and Society This book is of particular interest
for two sorts of reasons. For those interested in bioethics, it contains a genuinely new set of arguments for placing
serious restrictions on using prenatal genetic technologiesto "enhance" offspring. And for those interested in
Habermas's moral philosophy, it contains a number of hew developmentsin his "discourse ethics' - not the least of
which isawillingnessto engage in applied ethics at al. It is greatly to Habermas's credit that he has squarely faced
thisissue, depsite the fundamental challenge it poses for discourse ethics." Ethics "When one of the most famous
living philosophers takes a stand on certain moral dilemmas that arise from the current boom in developmentsin the
bio-sciences, it is natural that it should provoke great interest.” Radical Philosophy "Habermas' thoughtful and self-
critical contribution reads like the start of an important conversation." Jon Turney, Times Higher Education
Supplement " A very useful source of philosophical understanding of these issues." Journal of Health Politics, Policy
and Law "We are fortunate to have Jurgen Habermas writing about bioethics. His intelligence, moral seriousness and
intellectual sophistication make him an exemplary figure on the Left." Mark Blitz, Claremont of BooksL anguage
NotesText: English (trandation) Original Language: GermanFrom the Back CoverRecent developmentsin
biotechnology and genetic research are raising complex ethical questions concerning the legitimate scope and limits of
genetic intervention. As we begin to contemplate the possibility of intervening in the human genome to prevent
diseases, we cannot help but feel that the human species might soon be able to take its biological evolution in itsown
hands. Playing God is the metaphor commonly used for this self-transformation of the species, which, it seems, might
soon be within our grasp. In this important new book, Jrgen Habermas the most influential philosopher and social
thinker in Germany today takes up the question of genetic engineering and its ethical implications and subjects it to
careful philosophical scrutiny. His analysisis guided by the view that genetic manipulation is bound up with the
identity and self-understanding of the species. We cannot rule out the possibility that knowledge of ones own
hereditary factors may proveto be restrictive for the choice of an individuals way of life and may undermine the
symmetrical relations between free and equal human beings. In the concluding chapter which was delivered as a
lecture on receiving the Peace Prize of the German Book Trade for 2001 Habermas broadens the discussion to
examine the tension between science and religion in the modern world, a tension which exploded, with such tragic
violence, on September 11th.



