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Robert J. Miller : The Complete Gospels : Annotated Scholars Version (Revised expanded)  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Complete Gospels : Annotated Scholars 
Version (Revised expanded): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Brilliant Collection of New Translations of the Official and Some 
Unofficial GospelsBy Dan ShaferThe Jesus Seminar's excellent work on the life of Jesus the Christ has been published 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0060655879


before in the far larger and more analytical work, "The Five Gospels". But it also does its more academic forerunner 
one better by including not only the in-vogue Gospel of Thomas, and the sayings Gospel, "Q", but also a number of 
other non-canonical (i.e., unsanctioned) books which were contemporaneous with the books that WERE accepted into 
the official final canon.Highly readable, these completely new translations avoid the ecclesiastical influence that has 
rendered other translations less useful. These are truly contemporary translations of some of the most sacred literature 
in the world.If you are a serious Bible student who's not bound by millennia-old decisions about what should be 
considered holy and what isn't, you will find many, many deepening insights into the depth and meaning of the life of 
Jesus the Christ. If you have a more literalist, fundamentalist view of the Bible, perhaps your time and money would 
best be invested elsewhere.For me, this is brilliant. Highly recommended.2 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. AmazingBy David R. EwoldsenThis is an incredible find for anyone interested in the early church and early 
ideas that fed into the development of christianity and gnostic traditions. The translation is excellent - the book is 
worth it for this alone - it is an extremely readable and accurate translation of all the the gospels. In addition, the 
authors' have done an excellent job of contextualizing the different gospels both historically and in relation to each 
other. This is just an amazing volume that I cherish as someone who is interested in the early Christian movement. I 
give this volume a very strong endorsement.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Karen 
AshleyWell assembled

From the editors of the bestselling The Five Gospels, The Complete Gospels presents for the first time anywhere all 
twenty of the known gospels from the early Christian era, offering a fuller and more fascinating picture of early 
Christian origins than found in the four canonical gospels alone -- or in any other source. Each of these gospels records 
offers fresh glimpses into the world of Jesus and his followers, including:Gospel of Thomas reveals that Jesus, 
contrary to the popular image of him as an apocalyptic preacher of damnation and salvation, was actually a wisdom 
teacher who taught about the true origins of humankind.Gospels of Mary suggests that women held prominent role in 
early church, and provides a startling look at what may have been the first attempts to supress their leadership.Sayings 
Gospels Q, the controversial reconstruction of the first gospel used by Jesus' original followers, contains only Jesus' 
sayings and none of the dramatic stories about his life later told in the New Testament gospels.Signs Gospel is almost 
entirely a catalog of Jesus' miracles, intended to demonstrate that he was the Jewish Messiah, the Anointed.Secret 
Book of James relates that immediately prior to his ascension, Jesus imparted a private revelation to James and Peter, 
which James presents here as a letter.Gospel of Peter contains what may have been the original passion narrative later 
adapted in the New Testament synoptic gospels' accounts.Four new pieces have been added to this third expanded 
edition: the three Jewish-Christian gospels and the Greek fragment of the Gospels of Thomas.Each gospel is translated 
into lively, contemporary English, recapturing the spirit of the original. Exciting both to read and to hear, this Scholars 
Version (SV) translation has -- as one reader put it -- "a vitality that jumps off the page." The editor and contributors to 
this volume are members of the Jesus Seminar founded by Robert W. Funk, based at the Westar Institute in Sonama, 
California.

From Publishers WeeklyBefore it released its provocative The Five Gospels through a commercial publisher 
(Macmillan) last year, The Jesus Seminar in 1992 published through its own house, Polebridge Press, The Complete 
Gospels, a more encompassing, collaborative effort providing fresh translations of the canonical Gospels, the non-
canonical Gospels and the Sayings sources. This new revised and commercially published edition of The Complete 
Gospels moves this prior effort out of the academy and into the hands of a general readership interested in the ancient 
texts that have motivated the recent quests of scholars like Meier (A Marginal Jew), Crossan (The Historical Jesus) 
and Sanders (The Historical Figure of Jesus). In addition to the canonical Gospels, this work contains translations of 
Sayings Gospels like Q, the Gospel of Mary, the infancy Gospels of Thomas and James, fragmentary Gospels like the 
Egerton and the Secret Gospel of Mark. Here, accompanying the lively translations of each text, are incisive 
introductions and notes that provide glimpses of the social, historical and literary world occupied by Jesus and the 
early Christian writers. The dependence of one text upon another is demonstrated through the numerous cross-
references. An in-depth glossary and brief essays elaborating key issues of scholarship, e.g., synoptic puzzles, etc., 
round out the collection. Combining an engaging commentary, lucid and energetic translation and accessible 
scholarship, this Complete Gospels equips any interested reader to join Meier, Crossan and Sanders in their quest for 
the historical Jesus. Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.From BooklistThis new edition should become an 
indispensable tool for students of the Jesus tradition and others interested in the development and interpretation of 
Christian scripture. Gathered together in one volume are new English translations of all the known gospels--canonical 
and extracanonical, complete and fragmentary--from the first centuries of the Christian era. Each translation is 
preceded by a brief introduction and accompanied by extensive notes; all are cross-referenced to facilitate comparison. 
The Complete Gospels is the first phase of a new translation of the Bible from the ancient languages into American 
English as it is spoken and written in North America today. The translators are eminently qualified scholars who have 
worked independently of ecclesiastical control. The result is a lively, consistently accessible but sometimes surprising 



translation that allows diverse literary creations to speak with a variety of voices that gives fresh insight into the 
diversity of communities and personalities that composed them. Steve Schroeder Equips any interested reader to join 
the quest for the historical Jesus. -- Publishers WeeklySurpasses all other modern English versions in its ability to 
evoke the distinctive voices of the original writers. -- Toronto Globe and Mail 


