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Jacquelyn G. Black : Microbiology: Principles and Explorations  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Microbiology: Principles and Explorations: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Regurgitation of DetailsBy Graham CampbellThis text book is 
loaded down with poorly communicated, extraneous details that no right-minded student is going commit the time to 
memorize and no right-minded professor would require for memorization. For example, I'll was reading along about 
Malaria and sentence after sentence is simply naming effective medications. While I believe this type of information 
should be included in the book, it should be in a table format - such that an instructor can simply say - "memorize table 
such-and-such". Reading it in sentence format is analogous to reading the book of Numbers in the Old Testament. A 
well written text-book will be captivating. Lists and complicated processes should not be included in the text of the 
book because it disrupts the flow reading. They should strictly be included in figures and tables and simply referred to 
in the text. I.e. "See table 23.4 for the list of characteristics symptoms, diagnostic techniques, and effective 
medications for this disease". Then move on to the next topic.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Has 
everything the book hard copy has plus you can photcopy pages you need to highlight and keep with youBy Consumer 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0471420840


reporterGot the LOOSELEAF version for $58 brand new. I bought a three ring 1and 1/4 inch half flat side ring binder 
from office max for $8. The whole things fits in a 1 and 1/4 inch binder. 1 inch is too small a binder. I think its "dumb" 
to buy the hard copy of a book when you can get the looseleaf version. This lays open fla ton a desk. You can laminate 
the end pages and punch three holes in them and keep them ready, or laminate any pages you refer to a lot.they already 
have the thre holes in them so if you laminate them you just have to line up the same three holes and "viola" you are 
all set. Paper is slightly thinner than book but in a binder it lays flat, which is a plus.2 of 2 people found the following 
review helpful. Great textbook!By KristiAmberI rented this book through for my Microbiology class. It's a great 
textbook - there are a lot of great photos throughout and I really used the appendix in the back quite often.If looking at 
renting a digital version, I highly recommend it. It was wonderful to search the book by a keyword when needed, and I 
also like that it's much lighter to carry your device than the book itself.Very interesting book that's well organized. I'm 
glad that it was a required book and I feel as though I learned a lot from it. While it's obviously not written for 
pleasure, and at times can be a bit rough to keep focus, it does enhance it's chapters with a lot of pertinent and current 
photos.

This photo of Escherichia coli being attacked by bacteriophages highlights rapidly developing technologies for using 
phages to treat antibiotic resistant infections without destroying normal resident bacteria, and without side effects. 
Phages are also being used to detect and remove pathogens from our food supplies, both plant and animal. Also 
exciting is the use of phages as vehicles to delivery DNA vaccines, often directly to mammalian immune system cells. 
Recent work also suggests possible antitumor effects of phages. We stand on the edge of a whole new world of 
exploration and applications of microbiology. For over 20 years, and through five editions, Black's Microbiology: 
Principles and Explorations has captured students' imaginations. Her enthusiasm, passion, and knack for memorable 
stories and anecdotes bring the study of microbiology to life in a way few other texts can match. Now updated to 
reflect the latest topics in the field (e.g., SARS, bioterrorism, GMO's, geomicrobiology) and accompanied by state-of-
the-art animations of key concepts, this new edition is sure to help inspire a new generation of enthusiasts for the 
dynamic science of microbiology. Critical Acclaim "I continue to find Black's text an excellent contribution to 
undergraduate Microbiology education." --Karen Messley, Rock Valley College "I like the conversational and 
informal style Black adopts throughout the book. This is a book, which could very well engage even the most reluctant 
student. It is comprehensive, nicely detailed, and incorporates many aids to teaching and learning..."--Iris Cook, 
Westchester CC "[The text] is a wonderful introduction into the world of microorganisms for students from a wide 
variety of backgrounds."--Jeff G. Leid, Northern Arizona University "...I have found it [the book] accurate to a fault, 
brilliant at getting students motivated and interested in microbiology, and a great practical training book."--Gerard 
O'Donovan, University of North Texas Also available Laboratory Exercises in Microbiology, 2nd Edition Robert A. 
Pollack, et al. ISBN: 0-471-42082-4, 264 pages, paper, (c)2005 Written specifically for allied health students, this lab 
manual presents a variety of highly engaging activities and experiments that convey the basic concepts of 
microbiology.

From the Back CoverThis photo of Escherichia coli being attacked by bacteriophages highlights rapidly developing 
technologies for using phages to treat antibiotic resistant infections without destroying normal resident bacteria, and 
without side effects. Phages are also being used to detect and remove pathogens from our food supplies, both plant and 
animal. Also exciting is the use of phages as vehicles to delivery DNA vaccines, often directly to mammalian immune 
system cells. Recent work also suggests possible antitumor effects of phages. We stand on the edge of a whole new 
world of exploration and applications of microbiology. For over 20 years, and through five editions, Blacks 
Microbiology: Principles and Explorations has captured students imaginations. Her enthusiasm, passion, and knack for 
memorable stories and anecdotes bring the study of microbiology to life in a way few other texts can match. Now 
updated to reflect the latest topics in the field (e.g., SARS, bioterrorism, GMO's, geomicrobiology) and accompanied 
by state-of-the-art animations of key concepts, this new edition is sure to help inspire a new generation of enthusiasts 
for the dynamic science of microbiology. Critical Acclaim I continue to find Blacks text an excellent contribution to 
undergraduate Microbiology education.Karen Messley, Rock Valley College I like the conversational and informal 
style Black adopts throughout the book. This is a book, which could very well engage even the most reluctant student. 
It is comprehensive, nicely detailed, and incorporates many aids to teaching and learningIris Cook, Westchester CC 
[The text] is a wonderful introduction into the world of microorganisms for students from a wide variety of 
backgrounds.Jeff G. Leid, Northern Arizona University I have found it [the book] accurate to a fault, brilliant at 
getting students motivated and interested in microbiology, and a great practical training book.Gerard ODonovan, 
University of North Texas Also available Laboratory Exercises in Microbiology, 2nd Edition Robert A. Pollack, et al. 
ISBN: 0-471-42082-4, 264 pages, paper, 2005 Written specifically for allied health students, this lab manual presents a 
variety of highly engaging activities and experiments that convey the basic concepts of microbiology.About the 
AuthorJacquelyn Black received her B.A., B.S., and M.S. from the University of Chicago and her Ph.D. from Catholic 
University of America. She has been teaching microbiology to undergraduates since 1970. She is a member of the 



American Society for Microbiology, and she has received grants for conducting teacher-training programs. In May of 
2000, the Washington Academy of Sciences gave Jackie the Leo Schubert Award for Excellence in Teaching of 
Science in College. This award is given for exceptional teaching and writing in the field of microbiology, with 
particular emphasis on the teaching of undergraduate students. In addition to her extensive teaching experience, Dr. 
Black has engaged in fieldwork and studies throughout the globe. Her travels have taken her from the interior of 
Iceland to Belgium, Germany, Lappland, China, South America, Portugal, tot he barrier reef of Belize, and most 
recently to over a dozen universities in Russia. Dr. Black describes herself as an "incorrigible snoop," interested in all 
the various aspects and applications of microbiology. This natural curiosity, coupled with her classroom and 
laboratory experience, makes her uniquely qualified to author an introductory microbiology textbook. This book 
conveys her sense of excitement for microbiology and offers the most current information on developments and 
applications within this field. 


